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_ their Siſter Bliſabeth, bis ſurviving Children ; | 


AND TO THE WHOLE 


FAMILY and Chuxcn, who lament his 


DEPARTURE, | 
DearLy BeLoveD, 8 
| 1 
HE enſuing diſcourſe, which was 1 
delivered without any intention | 1 
of its being made public, is preſented at the | 
entreaty of the riſing generation of our late [ 
74 
worthy F rend. ak! _ are more or | 
leſs concerned, and | is hoped that ſome 
benefit will accrue unto them ; but the 


impreſſion is chiefly deſigned as a memorial 
for the children of the deceaſed, By this 
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DEDICATION. 
unexpected, awful diſpenſation, the Author 
him elf is deprived of an affectionate and 
uſeful. ſon in the goſpel, who was à exedit 
to his miniſtry, and will be a jewel in 
his crown, in the day of the Lord, 
he is therefore capable, and daes meſt An- 
cerely condole, with every mourner, under 
this painful event, and, with the deepeſt 
iympathy, takes leave to addreſs them: 

Mayyou, MAD AM, who, by the*pro- 
vidence of God, are now again reduced to 
to the ſtate of a Widow, in a ſubmiſſion to 
his will, find an Huſband in the almighty 
and merciful Redeemer, to whoſe protection 


and favor I heartily commend you. 


My weeping young FRIENDS, who are 


in grief for your Father and Guide, may 


the God of all grace ſupport you, and en- 
able you to tread in his ſteps! Such a 
Father, as you have loſt, muſt be a laſting 
honor to his deſcendants, who follow his ex- 
ample. It is with pleaſure that I obſerve 
that your paſt behavior affords a preſump- 

tive 


dit 


DEDICATION. 


tive aſſurance that you cannot forget the 


man who was the inſtrument of your being, 


and who cheriſhed you in his boſom, when 
forſaken of her who conceived you, or bear 
the thought of an everlaſting ſeparation from 
him: He is, indeed, no more in this world! 
But there is x world to come, in whicti all, 
who die in Chriſt, ſhall meet, and never more 
part! Permit me, then, my dear children, 
ſolemnly and earneſtly to beſeech, that you 


would conſider the high obligations you are 


under to be ſober, upright, and diligent, and 
above all, to be attentive to the important 
intereſt of your own precious ſouls | O, that 
each of your hearts may be inſpired with the 
fear of .the Lord, and an habitation of that 
faith which dwelt in your PIOUS ANCESTOR, 


in the object of which he found every thing 


needful, for time and eternity. Your Father 


was not aſhamed to own Chrift from his 


youth, and, being ſuſtained through life, adorn- 
ed his profeſſion : Would to God, chat you 


might, in his ſtead, be a ſeedro ſerve him! How | 


glad 
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DEDICATION, 


glad ſhall I be, if, before I depart, mine eyes 


ſhould ſee you embrace his ſalvation ! Allow 
me further to remind you, that due reſpe& 
is required to the RR LI r of your late 
honored Parent; and that upon no con- 
ſideration whatever you. ſuffer the bands of 
brotherly love to be broken : May the Lord 
direct and ſucceed you, in every branch of 
duty, that you may live well, die Joyful, nl 
be happy for ever! 


Ano now, BzLovep, with reſpect to you 


who were in any other connexion with our 
dear deceafed Brother, may this ſtriking 
change have a ſenſible and abiding influence 
on your ſpirit and conduct, to the glory of 
God, and your own beſt advantage: And if, 
under a divine bleſſing, this attempt 'ſhould 
be ſubſervient to either, you will certainly be 
bound to give thanks unto the Lord, and 


alſo to pray for, An a 
Your led on Servant 
BENJAMIN WALLIN: 
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Marr. xxiv. 46. 


Bleſſed is that Servant, whom bis Lord 
when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. 


MONG the frequent ſad changes in 
A this mortal ſtate, I ſcarce ever addreſſ- 
ed you on a more ſorrowful cccaſjon 
not only the family of our dear deceaſed Bro- 
ther, whoſe remains were interred the other 
night, but the congregation in general is in 
tears. Under this heavy ſtroke, it becomes me 
of do attempt our mutual exhogtagion and com- 


which I have the honor to preach, is ſufficient 
uld FF to encourage and ſupport our patience and 
be hope; in proof of this, if needful, I might 
and remind you of the incarnation of the only 
| begotten of the Father; how he triumphed 

in his croſs over ſatan, and all the powers and 

* principalities of darkneſs, when he made re- 
.» I conciliation for iniquity, his reſurrection from 


fort. Thanks be to God, the glorious goſpel, 
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4 On the Death of 
| the dead, and his aſcenſion into heaven, 1 


might, as it were, turn aſide the vail, and 
preſent him at the right hand of God, with 
the keys of the unſeen and eternal world: I. 
might ſtill further lead you into a view of the 
fpirits of the juſt made perfect, in fulneſs of 
joy; and among ſthem, that of our Friend, 
whoſe departure we mourn; and even carry 
your thoughts to the victory given us, over 
death and the grave, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. This was our ſubje& about ſixteen 
years ago, on the deceaſe of the ancient and 
honored father of him, who is now cut off in 
much earlier life, Theſe never- failing ſprings 
of conſolation to the faithful, when thus be⸗ 
reaved of their companions in the Lord, will 
be occaſionally touched : but, as the deceaſed 
was an eminent inſtance of the power of reljs 
gion in hisday, I ſball chiefly aim at exciting 
us to copy his diligence, in full aſſurance of 
hope unto the end, that we be not ſlothful, 
but followers of them, who, through faith 
and patience, inherit the promiſes, and have to 
this purpoſe choſe the paſſage before us. 
An elaborate diſcourſe is not to be expeCt- 
ed, nor would it ſuit my deſign, on the preſent 
opportunity: In general, two characters or 
 perſiod 


Mr. Jos HAT R. 5 


perſons are exhibited ; namely, a diligent ſer- 
yant and his Lord; the coming of the Lord is 
notified, and bleſſedneſs is pronounced on his 


| ſervant. I ſhall expatiate a little on each, 


offer a few thoughts by way of improvement, 
and cloſe with ſome account of that valuable 
perſon now taken from us. And, 


I. I may be allowed to begin with the 
worthieſt perſon. Our Saviour, by the Lord, 
manifeſtly intends no other than himſelf , 
the Son of man, whoſe coming is the principal 
ſubje& of the chapter, This great Son of 
man, is no other than the Son of God, who 


was manifeſted to take away our fins; a 


needful and arduous work, he graciouſly. un- 
dertook, and as nobly finiſhed, when he bore 
our iniquities in his own body on the tree, 
which is the baſis of our hope in the Meſſiah. 

Now this Jeſus, God hath highly exalted, 
and made both Lord j and Chriſt; he is 
inveſted with all power in heaven and earth; 


the government being on his ſhoulders, both 


in the kingdom of providence and grace. 
To this agrees the viſion of Daniel, chap. 
vii. 13, 14. Who ſaw the Son of man 
* come with the clouds of heaven to the An- 


© cjent 


6 On the. Death of 


« cient of days, and receive of him dominion, 
glory, and an everlaſting kingdom.” Un- 
der him all the angels of heaven are employ- 
ed, and he is head over all things to the 
church ; the fountain of grace, from whom 
the ſaints derive their talents of every kind, 
for the improvement of which they are ac- 
countable to him, for we muſt all appear at 
his judgment ſeat. In a word, this divine Son 
of man has the power of life and death ; he 
is that one lawgiver, who is able to ſave and 
to deſtroy ; the diſtribution of rewards and pu- 
niſhments is with him, and he will finiſh his 
mediatorial office, in a final determination of 
the ſtate of mankind, and a ſurrender of the 
kingdom to the Father, 

LzT us now take a view of that "Hr" 
who is here pronounced bleſſed at his coming. 
This is uſually applied to perſons of a public 
character; and the context ſhews that our 
Saviour. has a ſpecial regard to his apoſtles, 
who were charged with the affairs of his king- 
dom. - And no doubt the obſervation is pe- 
euliarly adapted to thoſe who are ſeparated to 
a particular function or calling, in his ſervice. 
And accordingly, by a ſervant of the Lord, we 
arefrequently to underſtand a miniſter of Chriſt, 

who 


and properly a ſervant of the Lord, for this 


Mr. Jos Hzatn. 7 
who is a ſteward in his houſe as are likewiſe, in 
their rank, thoſe who are in the office of dea- 
cons, whoſe cemmiſſion is alſo of divine au- 
thority in the churches, And it is well known 
to many, that this ſenſe of the phraſe is not 
unſuitable to the charafter of the deceaſed; 
but we are not confined to this idea of a ſer- 
vant. In the 49th verſe, they who are ſmit- 
ten by a wicked overſeer are ſtyled his fellow 
ſervants; and ſurely every chriſtian is ſtrictly 


purpoſe he is bought, that he might be devor- 
ed to him, He that is called, being free, i. e. 


his own maſter, a man of liberty and property 


in the world, is a ſervant of Chrift, 1 Cor. 
vii. 22. And this is no leſs the priviledge of 
the faithful, though in civil bondage, which 
was the ſtate of ſome primitive diſciples. 
Chriſtians, of the loweſt rank conceivable 
in life, are ſervants of the Lord, and ac- 
cordingly, their diligence and fidelity are urg- 
ed upon this very motive, Col. iii. 24. For 
ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt.” 
Ir every nominal chriſtian, in the character 
of a ſervant, was to act on this principle, 
there would be no juſt ground of complaint 
againſt him, but the name of the Lord would 
be 


8 _ On the Death of... 


he glorified, So, then, this character belongs 

to all who fear God; high or low, rich or 
poor, bond or free, every one falls under this 
denomination, a ſervant of the Lord: his ſta- 
tion in the world, or in the church, however 
comparatively conſpicuous or obſcure, is 
aſſigned him by Chriſt, whoſe real and volun- 
tary ſervant he is, and conſiders himſelf in 
every ſtate; he is bound in the ties of grati- 
tude and lovez and this is the language of 


| bis foul, O Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am 


thy ſervant; thou haſt looſed my bonds, 

Tux believer, on felf- examination, may 
find the genuine internal marks of a true affec- 
tionate ſervant of Jeſus; his prevailing de- 
fire is to know, that he may do the will 
of his divine Maſter, whoſe intereſt lies near his 
heartz nothing more grieves him than the 
diſhonor of his name; and the increaſe of his 
kingdom is his chief joy; his higheſt ambi- 


tion is to pleaſe the Lord, for he ſeeks the 


honor that comes from God only, nor ſeeks it 
in vain, as appears from the text. In a word, 
he is a ſervant that will abide with his Maſter, 
and has an habitual averſion to apoſtacy. 
Hence, at whatever period his Lord comes, he 
is doing his will, for he delights in his ſervice, 

ahd 


and to finiſh his work, which perſects the 


deſcription of this happy man; be is found 


fo doing, i. e. diligent. in filling up the duties 
of his ſtation, both civil, and religious, as 
becometh the goſpel of Chriſt. But it is 


II. To enquire after the coming of the Lord 


here referred to: ¶ ben be cometh, that is, ac- 
cording to the ſcope of the place, to judgment, 
or to call his ſervant to an account: This 
phraſe implies the certainty and nearneſs of his 
coming, and more eſpeciaily that his appear- 


ance will be ſudden: The coming of the Lord 


is a fixed certain thing in the counſel of hea- 
ven, and ſtands clearly revealed in the word ; 
it is granted in the text that the Lord cometh, 


and indeed to doubt of this, is to queſtion 


the repeated teſtimony of ſcripture, to ſet the 


wicked at liberty to ſin, without fear. and to 


deſtroy the hope of the righteous : Nor, is this 
certain important viſitation far off: Matt. 
xxv. 6. Behold, the bridegroom cometh;“ 
that is, inſtantly, or nearly approaches, and 
accordingly the virgins are called upon to 
go out to meet him; the evil ſervant, 
who abuſed the power and talents with 
B | 
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enſample of. admonition, that we provoke not 


10 On the Death of © 


which he was entruſted, and who is in contraft 


with the ſervant in the text, ſays, at leaſt in 


his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming.“ 
This is the language of all proud wanton 
profeſſors, but the Lord is at hand; the judge 
is at the door; yea, faith Jeſus, Rev. xxii. 12. 
« Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is 
<« with me to give every man according as his 
«« work ſhall be.” And to ſhew the importance 
of a practical ſenſe of the nearne/s of this great 
event, in ver. 20. which is, as it were, the ſeal- 
ing of prophecy, the ſame. is repeated with a, 
peculiar affeveration : ** He which teſtifieth 
*« theſe things ſaith, Szrely, I come quickly ;" 
and further, we are told, 1 Theſſ. v. 2. that 


the day of the Lord ſo cometh as a thief in 


<< the night,” which agrees with ver.42. above, 
« Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour 
« your Lord doth come. But the main 
queſtion is the period referred to: In the pre- 
ceding part of the chapter our Saviour fore-. 
tels his coming in vengeance on the unbeliev- 


ing Jews, by which thoſe ſinful people were. 


miſerably deſtroyed, with their city and tem- 
ple, more than 1700 years ago; but our con- 
cern with that awful deſolation is only as an 


the 
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che Lord to jealouſy, or flatter ourſelves in a 
courſe of diſobedience, under a formal, bur 


hypocritical profeſſion; 


I THINK, that the common opinion, fn not 
generally, is often xcareſt the truth; and few 
need be told, that this is ultimately refer- 
red to the laſt and great day, when the Saviour 
ſhall be revealed from heaven, to the general 
and eternal judgment, for the puniſhment of 
the wicked, and the reward of the righteous : 
This no doubt is intended in ver. 30. And 
« then ſhall appear the ſign of the Son of 
man in heaven, and then ſhall all the 
« tribes of the earth mourn, and they ſhall 
% ſee the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory.” 
Again, Rev. i. 7. Behold, he cometh with 
clouds, and every eye ſhall fee him; and 
0 they alſo which pierced him: and all kin- 
« dreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of 
him.” Theſe, and ſimilar paſſages, are ap- 
plicable only to this ſecond coming of - Chriſt, 
when he ſhall perſonally, locally, and viſibly 


Mdeſcend from heaven, in like manner as lie 


aſcended from the earth, then ſhall he judge 
the quick and the dead, as appointed of the 
Father : Hence the viſion of. Daniel, chap, 

B 2 vii, 
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tures ate full, and particularly in Matt. xx, 


12 On the' Death” of 
vii. 10. * The judgment was ſet, and the book 
«+ were opened; and we beholi the ſame 


ſcene, in Rev. xx. 11, 12. Of this appearance 
and kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the ſcrip. 


we have a large, and ftriking account of that 
ſolemn proceſs. 
NEVERTHELESS, there is a coming of 
Son of man previous to this, which will in 
mediately affect individuals, I mean, at death 
and confels, that, in my opinion, this is th 
ſubje in hand. It has been already hinted 
that the exalted Redeemer has the keys 0 
death and hell, that is, the grave; the la 
enemy now waits the commiſſion of Jeſus 
nor is there any man dies, but under the 
miniſtration and government of this King o 
ſaints, which, by the way, is one conſideration 
among many, to reconcile, and ſatisfy us i 
every inſtance of mortality, by which we art 
bereaved of our affectionate relations 
friends. When death comes, the Son of ma 
comes; it is He that kills, and takes away it 
his providence; and, except thoſe ſaints whi 
all be found alive in the day of revelatior 
it is his coming of the Lord at death, on whic! 
he ſhall find his faithful ſervants, in the dil 
charg 


i 
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charge of their duty, for there is no work or 
device in the grave; they who are departed in 
the Lord, reſt from their labours; their work 
is done ; the dead in Chriſt will not be found 
doing his pleaſure when he. comes to judg- 
ment; the ſaints in paradiſe are repreſented 
as fitting down with Abraham, &c. a poſ- 
ture of caſe, which, though not applicable, 
in a literal ſenſe, to the ſeparate ſpirits of 
the juſt, implies their freedom from toil ; 
and what is declared of the Head, is equally 
true of every member, who has finiſhed his 
courſe. - Heb. iv. 10. He that hath entered 


> books 
> ſame 
earance 
e {crip» 
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of that 


of 
11] im 
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ceys Ol 
the la into his reſt, he alſo hath ceaſed from his 
' Jeſus] © 9wn works, as God did from his.” And 
the ad as this is that coming of the Lord, when his 


ſervants are in working circumſtances, ſo we 
are given to underſtand, that at death alſo there 
is a particular judgment paſſeth on thoſe who 
are deceaſed ; the ſpirit aſcendeth to God who 
gave it, Eccleſ. xii, 7. and what leſs than a 
judicial notice will then take place on the 
foul, which we know, by the word of the Lord, 
immediately enters into happineſs or miſery ? 
The royal preacher therefore preſently adds, 
ver. 14. God ſhall bring every work into 
judgment,“ & c. To which agrees Heb. 

ix. 27, 
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ix. 27. [t is appointed unto men once to 


die, but after this the judgment.” A paſ- 


ſage that may well be accommodated to 
both future advents of Chriſt, at leaſt his com. 
ing at death is not to be excluded: befides this i 
coming of the Son of man is neareſt, and has 


a more direct influence on individuals in the 


Preſent ſtate, the day and hour of which are 


unknown, and for which we ought to be ready : 
The future public and general award ſtands in a 
certain connexion with that which paſſeth at 
death, and is ever to be kept in mind; but, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, it is our deceaſe we are waiting 


for, as the period of action, the uncertainty. of 
which, in point of time, is a motive to watch 
and be diligent in our ſtation, working 
while it is day, that when the night cometh, 
in which no man can work, it may appear thit 


we have perſevered in the perfect and accept · 


ble will of God, to the end, that ſo, being found 


of the Lord in our place, we may not be aſham- 
ed, but chearfully anſwer his call, when theſum- 


mons comes, knowing that he will approve, 
and reward all thoſe who are faithful. This 


leads, | | 
III. To 


2 
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III. To the remaining branch of our ſub- 
et ; namely, the honor and happineſs of 
hat ſervant, who anſwers the deſcription in 
he text: Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his 
id has {Word when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing.” 
in the And here, I apprehend, the bleſſedneſa parti 
ch are Nularly deſigned, like the coming of the Lord, 
eady : Wakes place on the deceaſe of the ſubject. It 
ds in a immediate, for it is pronounced on the ſaint, 
eth at In that viſitation in which he is found doing 
but, Wc will of his Lord. The ſacred declaration 
iti fore us is of the ſame tenor with Rev. xiv. 13. 
heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto 
me, Write: Bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord.“ This bleſſedneſs then does not 
ait the return of the juſt ; that glory is in- 
red to the dying believer, the certain pro- 
ect of which. is his joy ; but, the faithful ſer- 
int, whom bis Lord finds doing well, is 
\ſham- Neſſed, antetedent to his attaining the reſurrec- 
e ſum · Nn of the dead, in ſeveral n dk 
prove, fo'low-: 2 
This © 1. IV reſpect of the 8 of bis con- 
ö Happy is the man whoſe heart does 
t — him in the views of eternity 
we bes ayldl inftances_of the negligent 
and 


I. To 


* 


the juſt #s b 
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ard ſlothſul on a dying bed: Ah! the griey 
ous accuſations with which fome have been 
wounded, who have, through one temptation 
or another, grown weary of the Lord and his 
ways! Like ſharp pointed arrows they have 
pierced through the ſoul ! But who can con. 
ceive the direfu} anguiſh of a fallen profeſſor, 
when the deluſions of ſenſe vaniſh, on his ſepa- 
paration from the body, and his naked fpiri 
comes before a holy God, ſelf-condemned, i 
confuſion and deſpair ! Not ſo the man who 
abides in Chriſt, working righteouſneſs, aid 
who is found in his duty; as in the day of 
judgment, ſo, when viſited by death he wil 
have boldneſs, and nor be aſhamed before hin 
ar his coming, 1 John ii. 28. Experiend 
proves this, chap.” ii. 24. ff our hear 
& condemn us not, then have we confid 
towards God.” Hence the courage of or 
in 4 dying hour, like that of the apotl 
2 Tim. iv. 6, 7. My departure is at hand 
« T have fought a good fight; I have finiſhe 
my courſe ; I have kept the faith.” 

2. The diligent ſervant is bleſſed, in poi 
ef reputation. Prov. x. 7. The memory « 
That ſervant” vi 
fills up bis ſtation, obtains an honorat 


4» «d, 


-» 
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ziddy multitude no man of ſenſe will covet 4 


is having ſerved God i in his generation, is not 
be deſpiſed by the man of religion, or exclud- 
d from a ſhare in his bleſſedneſs. To have a 
zood name in the world for i integrity and virtue, 


n.conſequence of being fruitful in every good 
ord and work, is a glory to be ſouglit by every 

ne who bears the name of a chriſtian. But, 
3. He is. bleſſed, in tbe approbation, and rex 
vard of the Lord whom be ſerves. Anq; this 
the bleſſedneſs referred to in the text, as ap- 
Nears from what follows, ver. 47. Verily 1 
© ſay unto you, that he ſhall make him tuler 
„over all his goods“ Not that Chriſt bas 
y thing further. of office: or work for his 
aints, in the world to come; we have already 
een that their labour terminates with the day 
of this life; it is figuratively ſpoken, in allu- 
fon to the cuſtom of generous lords, who ad- 
vance their upright and diligent ſervants into 
further confidence and honor; and the mean - 
Jing is, chat he ſhall have an ample and vn- 

limited reward. It may be gonſdered as part 
_ E of 


haracter.  Adulation j is, the averſion, of toe 
trious; and the popular applauſe of a vain | 


ut the juſt eſteem of others, which reſults from 


nd in the church for faithfulneſs and love, or 
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ſubject, is none of the leaſt ; but, in yonds 


of his bleſſedneſs, that he reſts from his labou 
as mentioned in Rev. xiv. 13. Job alſo ſays 
chap. iii. 17. There the weary are at reſt; 
their toil and ſorrow are over. In the obedienq 
of faith, in a way of action or ſuffering, hoy 
ever delightful in itſelf to thoſe who love Got 
there are many cares, fears, temptations, 2 
conflicts, inſomuch that ye have need 
<< patience, that after ye have done the wil 
« of God, ye might receive the promiſe, 
Heb. x. 31. And among other advantage 
that accrue to the chriſtian by death, that d 
being free from conſtant danger, and frequen 
terror of mortality itſelf, to which many an 


regions of life, we are told, Rev. xxi. iM' 
« God ſhall wipe away all tears from theilff 
« eyes, and there ſhall be no more death.” 
Bur the bleſſedneſs of the righteous on thei: 
deceaſe, is not merely negative; they are hap 
py, in that when diveſted of the body the 
are not fuund naked, but are cloathed upoi 
with their houſe, which is from heaven, 2 Cor. 
v. 2. We can form no adequate idea of the 
glory and joy, which immediately commence 
in the ſeparate ſpirit of the redeemed. What 


heart hath conceived the honor and triumph 


4 | of 
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of a ſoul convoyed by miniſtring angels, to 
the gates of paradiſe, and thence conducted by 
Jeſus himſelf, to its appointed manſion, among 
thoſe who are before the throne in the hea- 
vens, having waſhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, Rev. 
vii. 14:? Yet theſe are the intimations given 
us in ſcripture, concerning thoſe who die in 
the Lord; but, who can comprehend the rap- 
-omife ¶ ure of the ſaint, thus welcomed to the joy of 
antagei his Lord, when he firſt tunes his harp, with 
ke celeſtial choir, to the ſong of Moks and 
ben the Lamb! This will be the joyful reward of 
Achat ſervant, whom his Lord finds doing his 
will; he is therefore bleſſed indeed; and eſpe- 
cially when we conſider, that there is an in- 
fallible connexion between his preſent honor 
and happineſs, and his future reſurrection to 
life everlaſting. The fruition of the ſaints 
with Chriſt, in a ſeparate ſtate, is an earneſt 
of their glory when he comes, for then 
ſhall every man, who anſwers the deſcription 
Cor in the text, © Have praiſe of God,” 1 Cor. 
of the iv. 5. Then ſhall he be bleſſed of the King, 
from his white throne of judgment ; his ad- 
What verſaries ſhall be cloathed with ſhame, ſatan 
bruiſed under his feet, and even death and the 

C 2 grave 


labou 
ilſo ſays 
at reſt; 
bedieng 
g, hoy 
ve God 
ons, an 
need 


the wil 


ſaints, ſhall be ſeated at the 1ight hand of the 


fruiticn at death, and his reward in the laſt 


« Chriſt,” This, beloved," is the delightful 
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grave aboliſhed for ever, while he, with all 


judge, his Redeemer, with whom he ſhall 
aſcend to the Father, and dwell for ever, in 
the inheritance of the kingdom, prepared for 
the choſen, from the foundation of the world, 
Matt. xxv. In a word, both in reſpect of his 


and great day, this faithful and fruitful ſer- 
vant will find, as Peter expreſſes it, 2d Ep 
i. 11. * That an entrance ſhall be miniſtrel 
« unto him abundantly, into the everlaſting 
« kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſu 


proſpect given us in the goſpel, of our departed 
chriſtian friends, among whom we behold the 
dear man, whoſe deceaſe we now mourn z 0 
account of our/eſves we decently mourn, bu 
on his account, if faith does its office, we ſhal 
certainly ſee reaſon to rejoice, and rather to 
wiſh ourſelves with him, than repine at hi 

releaſe, | 
Tus ſum is, that Jeſus, the Son of man, 
who is both Lord and Chriſt, now retained in 
the heavens, into which he aſcended, on having 
Finiſhed the work of redemption, is at hand: 
Behold, he comes quickly, not only in reſpett 
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of his viſible ſecond appearance, when there 
will be a general judgment of the quick and the 
dead, but, lo, he comes by death to individuals, 
as in the inſtance of our late beloved Friend, 
to require their ſoul, and an account of their 
ſtewardſhip; and happy is that faithful and 
diligent ſervant, who ſhall. be found in his 
duty; he is bleſſed, not only on account of 
the ſatisfaction and boldneſs, which reſult from 
the teſtimony of his conſcience, and in point of 
reputation, both which are invaluable ; but he 
is infinitely more ſo, in reſpect of the honors he 
ſhall receive of his great divine Maſter, and 
that, both immediately on his exit from the 
body, and at the reſurrection. of the juſt. O, 
may this bleſſedneſs be the lot of each one 
preſent, that we may rejoice together, at the 


coming of our Lord 


To our further improvement of a ſubject, 
which ſo nearly concerns us, I ſhall mention 
three things, with a reflection or two, and 
cloſe with ſome anecdotes of the deceaſed, 
which I hope may be uſeful, And, 


I. We may note, that a life of faith is a 
working life; it is a life of diligent action. 


True, indeed, faith and works are in direct 


and 


1 On the Death of 


and eternal oppoſition, in point of juſtification, 
which is of the former, and not of the latter ; 
the chriſtian is juſtified freely by grace, in a 
way of believing, and ſo comes into his title 
to life, as the-gift of God, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom alone he has a juſtify- 
ing righteouſneſs ; but in point of converſa- 
tion and obedience, faith is operative and ef- 
feectual, it purifieth the heart, and works by 
love: fo that where there is a cordial divine 
faith, there will be working for Chriſt, or do- 
ing thoſe things which are well-pleaſing in * 
:fight, 1 John iii. 22. 
I uo capital articles of divine * 
by which every man will be judged at the 
tribunal of Chriſt, are always to be had in 
remembrance; the one you find in Eph. it. 
8, 9. For by grace are ye ſaved, through 
« faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 
gift of God; not of works, leſt any man 
« ſhould boaſt.” The other is what James 
the apoſtle declares in his epiſtle, chap. ii. 
namely, .** that faith without works is dead,” 
like the body without the ſpirit, a breathleſs 
corpſe, unprofitable and odious; it cannot fave, 
and therefore is not the faith of God's elect, 
who believe to the ſaving of the ſoul, Confi- 
1 dence 
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dence in an imperfect righteouſneſs, -and ſuch 
is the beſt haman righteouſneſs, ſinee the fall; 
{ ſay, to truſt in an imperfe& obedience, for 
being zuſtified in the ſight of God, who will 
not acquit; and a dependence on a fruitlefs 
dead faith, are equally fatal to the ſubject. An 
indifference about the tsuth, ot the ordinan- 
ces of the goſpel, is alarming and dangerous, 
and unworthy a diſciple of Jeſus; on the 
other hand, the moſt accurate ideas of evangeli- 
cal doctrine; yea, though they are joined with 
the moſt regular chriſtian profeſſion, will 
ſtand for nothing, in favor of the man, who is 
negligent and flothful, but will rather aggra- 
vate his condemnation, at the oe 4 111 


Judge. 


II. Hzncz we learn alfo, that fina/ perſe- 
verance in the way of the Lord, is eſſential to 
the character of a chriſtian. This good and 
faithful ſervant, who ſtands oppoſed to the 
unprofitable one, ver. 48. is found doing 
the will of his Lord; he therefore holds 
out to the end, and to him alone the aſſu- 
rance of ſalvation is given, Mart. x. 22. fo 
then, the nominal chriſtian, who tires and falls, 
s deficient in character, and will certainly come 

ſhort 
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| ſhort of the I EF: Some men will have it 


that the true ſaint may fall in this manner, tho' 
the work is of God, and his Redeemer, the Ad- 
vocate with the Father, with authority, prays 
for him, that his faith ſhould not fail; they ſtre- 
nouſly urge that he may ceaſe to believe, and 
periſh at laſt; and when a promiſing profeſſor 
turns alide, and makes ſhipwreck, concerning 
the faith, they vaunt in their error, as if they 
knew not, that tares may grow up with the 
wheat; but the current of ſcripture is againſt 
it, and our text in particular. This deſcrip - 
tion of the man who ſhall be owned, and te- 
warded at the coming of his Lord, proves 


the final - perſeverance of the upright 2 


faithful. And further, 


. HI. Ir appears that the righteous are ani- 
mated to hold out in the obedience of faith, by 


a certain proſpect of being honored at the com- 


ing of Chriſt. 

Tux manifeſt deſign of our Sevicur, is 0 
encourage his diſciples to perſevere with all 
diligence in their ſtation, till he comes, that 
is, as we have ſeen, to the end of their life; 
and, what is the motive? The Beſedne/s 
they then ſhall obtain. This argument is 


uſed 


* & 23" 
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- 


\ 
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uſed in Heb. x. 35. © Caſt not away there: 


« fore your confidence, which hath great re- 
compenſe of reward ;” and i i chap. xi. 26. 


we are told that Moſes had reſpect to this, 
“ when he eſteemed the reproach | of Chriſt 
« greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt.“ 

To which agrees, Gal. 411 And let us 
« not be weary in well doing, for in due 
= « ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not ;” and 
again, Rom. i li. 7. To them who by pati- 
« ent continuance in well- doing, ſeek for 
c glory and honor,” &c. But time would 
fail to enumerate all the paſſages of ſeripture, 
which expreſs che ſame truth. 

Nox does this, when duly, conſidered, ſas 
vour of legality, or interfere with the reign of 
free grace, in the reward of the righteous : for, 
& All the good works of the laints are the 
fruits of their election i in Chriſt, Eph. ii. 10, 
« which God hath before ordained that we 


« ſhould walk | in them. ” The ſcriptureis plain, 


theſe veſſels of mercy were afore prepared“ unto 
glory : : Rom. ix. 23. where the ſame word 1 is 
uled, they were prepared; chat i is, it was deter- 
mined i in the counſel of God, that the redee emed 

D * ſhould 
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ſhould walk in good works. This holy myſtery 


is alſo declared, Eph. i. 4. We are choſen in 


* him, that we ſhould be holy, and without 
© blame before him in love.“ And accordingly 
ſays our Lord to his apoſtles, John xv. 16. 
« have choſen you, and ordained you that 
eye ſhould go and bring forth fruit.” Thus 
the Father and the Son are agreed in the end 


of their choice. It is true, this divine deter- 


mination does not immediately and directiy 
make the ſubject good, but it is infallibly con- 
nected with a decree of what is needful to the 
effect in due time, and eventually ſecures the 
holineſs of the choſen, ſince the counſel of the 
vmniſcient and immutable Jehovah ſhall cer- 


tainly ſtand, Pſalm xxxiſi. 11. Good works 


therefore are in cloſer connexion with the 


election of God, than ſome apprehend, ſo far 
is that doctrine of the goſpel, when juſtly 


ſtated, from being licentious. Beſides, 2. The 


faithful © are God's workmanſhip, created in 
« Chriſt Jeſus unto good works.” This is 


expreſly aſſerted in Eph. ii. 10. It is in 
virtue of his union to Chriſt, and of grace 1 
derived from him, that the believer performs | 

| any good work. John xv. 5. Without, or 
<« ſevered || | 


f 


e meritorious cauſe of the ſpiritual life, j o- 


vently of all; the bleſſedneſs they enjoy 
che future recompenſe of ceward. Eter- 
al life itielf is the gitt of God, conveyed. 
hrough the blood of the Mediator : Heb, 
10, For it became him, for whom are 


in bringing many ſons to glory, to make 


ſufferings.“ 
Tas title believers have to the fruition of 
Whcir heavenly inheritance is grounded in the 
rerit of their Saviour, and therefore it is ſtyled 
the kingdom of Chriſt,“ Eph. v. 5. And 
his is the deſerving cauſe of whatever pecu- 
iar honors may hereafter be conferred on par- 
cular ſaints, as the reward of their ſervices 


way fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and fo 
edeemed them from the curſe of the law, they 
ad never obtained mercy to believe, or been 
Wo a moral capacity to perform a good work : 

o his blood therefore we are to attribute 
be honor they receive, and to this it is aſcribed, 
1 D 2 Rev, 
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Wo {evered: from me, ſays the Lord, ye can do, 
nothing.” And, 3: The death of Jeſus s 


and fruitfulneſs of the ſaints ; and conle- 


all things, and by whom zre all chings, 


the captain of their ſalvation perfect through. 


the preſent world; had nor Chriſt put 
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ſervant, in point of merit, he has done that 


On the Death of 

Rev. i. 3, 6. « Unto him that loved us, and 
« waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
« ad hath made us kings and prieſts unte 
God, and his Father.“ 

Bur there is another conf deration, FRA 
will abundantly prove, that this future bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the righteous, and their eye to it, ll «+ 
in the obedience of faith, is truly evangelical x: 


28 


and agreeable to the grace of the gofpel, Which th 


deſerves particular notice; namely, that then h. 
is no proportion between their honor, and 
their ſervice : it is an exceeding and eterna 
weight of glory: To be owned of Chriſt, and 
to be glorified with him in the kingdom of 
heaven, will infinitely ſurpaſs the works of the 
moſt eminent ſaint on earth, who, when he 
has done all, ſhould . ſay, he is an unproficablt 


$6 
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„ which it was his duty to do,” Luke 'xv4j, 
10. and, however ſincere, he may well 'bluſh 
at the manifeſt imperfections, with which his 
beſt performances are ſtained, On this arth 
cle it is needful to diſtinguiſh, and I craye 
your attention. 

In one view, I think, the ſcripture ſhews, 
that there will be a wiſe proportion between 
che ſervices of the Hints, ind their honors i 

7 the 
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the kingdom of heaven, to be completed at 
the rrlurrection. In this ſenſe every man, 
among the faithful themſelves, will receive 
according to his works. He that ſoweth 
40 ſparingly, mall reap alſo ſparingly; and 
« he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo 
« bountifully,” 2 Cor. ix. 6. And in 4 Cor, 
xv. 41. where the apoſtle is treating on 
this glorious recompenſe of the faighful, he 
has theſe remarkable, ſtrik ing expreſſions, 
4 One ſtar differeth from another ſtar in 
« glory, ſo alſo is the reſurrection of che 
dead, The ſame idea is conveyed in the 
parable of the talents, Luke xix. 17, &c. be 
that had gained ive pounds was made :rujer 
over ve cities ̃ but he that had gained ran 
pounds was ad vaneed over ten · cities ſo that 
the honor was in exact proportion to the im. 
provement᷑ each made, yet they equally i impro- 
ved, according to their ability, which, by the 
way, ' ſhews the ſovereiguty of their Lord in 
his dealings wich them. In like manner God 
diſpenſes his talents and rewards among his 
faints, according to the good pleaſure, of his 
will. Nevertheleſs; by the word of the Lord, 
we-underſtand;-that in every inſtance of faith- 
fulneſs v and love, its reward will be redun ; 
| dant, 
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dant. Matt. xxv. 21. * Thou haſt been faiths; 


« ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 


« over many things.“ How many more, than 


the few, is not ſaid, but the declaration implies, 


that the balance is greatly in favor of the 


ſervant : Herein lies an eſſential difference 


between the diſtribution of juſtice to the wicked, 


and the communications of glory to the righ- 


teous ; the one is in ſtrict proportion to the 


deſert of the action, the other is bountiful 
and free, inſomuch that in alluſion to the 


apoſtle's expreſſion, concerning pardon, juſti- 


fication, and eternal life: Rom. v. 20. But 
« where ſin abounded, grace did much more 
& abound.” I may ſoberly aſſert, that where 
the works of a juſt man have moſt abounded, 
his future reward will ſtill more abound, even 
to an unſpeakable degree ; not meaſured by 
the virtue of his action, but according to the 
munificence of his heavenly Father, which is 
boundleſs : this ſhews that the reward is not 
of debt but of grace; a conſideration of im - 


portance to adjuſt our notions concerning the 


place, or influence of good works in a future 
ſtate, They are now of uſe, for the manifeſ- 
tation of our faith, and the glory of God; and 
or are alſo of great benefit to thoſe who are 

connected 
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M connected with the ſaint in this life ; but they 
ts avail bereafter, not indeed as cauſes of our 
* right to heaven and glory; for theſe ſervices, 
* however ſincere, or comparatively many and 
* excellent, have no ſuch intrinfic value or de 
ed ſert ; beſides, this would be to place them in 

me room of Chriſt, in whoſe mediatorial imput- 
* ed righteouſneſs alone, is found our title to 


the fruition of glory; but they are of uſe at 
death, and will be ſo in the day of judgment, 
28 vouchers of that holineſs, without which no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord; and like wiſe, which is 
more directly to the point, as occaſions of 
honor and joy at his coming ſo then, here 
is a cogent motive to the utmoſt diligence 
in every good work z but no room for deen 

ing. u 
Ax now, OE have we any reaſon to 
be aſhamed of the goſpel we preach ? Has it 
not a favorable aſpect on ſound morals, and 
. worthy character? True, we proclaim the 
the tree grace of God in the Juſtification of a 
penitent ſinner, through faith in the blood of 


* his Son: In this reſpect the Holy Ghoſt tells 
nd Iss, Tit. iti. 5. as in many other places, we are 
are Siven to underſtand, that “ not by works of 
ted IN © righteouſneſs, which we have done, but ac- 


* cording 
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dant. Matt. xxv. 21. Thou haſt * faiths. 
« ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
« over many things.” How many more, than 
the few, is not ſaid, but the declaration implies, 
that the balance is greatly in favor of the 
ſervant : Herein lies an eſſential difference 
between the diſtribution of juſtice to the wicked, 
and the communications of glory to the righ- 
teous ; the one is in ſtrict proportion to the 
deſert of the action, the other is bountiful 
and free, inſomuch that in alluſion to the 
| apoſtle's expreſſion, concerning pardon, juſti- 
| fication, and eternal life: Rom. v. 20, © But 
« where ſin abounded, grace did much more 
4 abound.” I may ſoberly aſſert, that where 
the works of a juſt man have moſt abounded, 
his future reward will ſtill more abound, even 
to an unſpeakable degree; not meaſured by 
the virtue of his action, but according to the 
munificence of his heavenly Father, which is 
boundleſs : this ſhews that the reward is not 
of debt but of grace; a conſideration of im- 
portance to adjuſt our notions concerning the 
place, or influence of good works in a future 
ſtate. They are now of uſe, for the manifeſ- 
tation of our faith, and the glory of God ; and 
wins be great benefit to thoſe who are 
connected 


. 
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connected with the faint in this life ; but they 
avail bereafter, not indeed as cauſes of our 
right to heaven and glory; for theſe ſervices, 
however ſincere, or comparatively many and 


excellent, have no ſuch intrinfic value or de- 


ſert; beſides, this would be to place them in 
the room of Chriſt, in whoſe mediatorial imput- 
ed righteouſneſs alone, is found our title to 
the fruition of glory; but they are of uſe at 
death, and will be ſo in the day of judgment, 
as vouchers of that holineſs, without which no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord; and like wiſe, which is 
more directly to the point, as occaſions of 
honor and joy at his coming z fo then, here 
is a cogent motive to the utmoſt diligence 
in every good work ; but no room. for boaſt- 

ing, ? 
Ax now, en have we any with to 
be aſhamed of the goſpel we preach ? Has it 
not a favorable aſpect on ſound morals, and 
a worthy character? True, we proclaim the 
free grace of God in the juſtification of a 
penitent ſinner, through faith in the blood of 
his Son: In this reſpect the Holy Ghoſt tells 
us, Tit. iii. 5. as in many other places, we are 
given to underſtand, that ** not by works of 


« righteouſneſs, which we have done, but ac- 
* cording 


„ © Or D 


< cording to his mercy he has ſaved us,“ - &e, 
Nevertheleſs we as conſtantly afficm that n 
an has any claim to the character of a chtil- 
tian, or the ſubject of this mercy, whole faith of 
is not proved by his works, yet we are repte- 2 
Tented by many as Antinomians, yea, ſome att » 
bold enough, through ignorance or malice, 
to * 3 us with. * the people 

away 


EK. * Not long ſince a 1 delivered to a congregation 
of Proteſtants diſſenters, was printed, in which the ang 
nymous author, having aſcribed phe, decay of ther 
churches to a diſreliſh for practical religion, in page 20 
29. makes the following invidions report, of thoſe wh 
preach the doctrines of grace; they tell us, ſays be 
«© we are to be ſaved without good works, and affect u 00 
« make us afraid of nothing fo much as our good Work 
« as if they were the only things that would condeny 
« us.” Theſe preachers he repreſents as admired, . 
* ly becauſe they have this comprehenſive thing to ſay 'E 
kc "Truſt all to Chriſt, for he has done all.“ And, ven 
lately, the-candid author of another ſermon, publiſhed gn 
getaſion of the. late unſucceſsful attempt of the Diſſenter, 
for relief from the obligation to ſabſcribe to the article 
of the Church of England, having repreſented tho 
which relate to predeſtination, original ſin, man's fre | 
will, &c. in a way that might provoke the indignatjon ‚ 
the ſenſible and ſerious, he declares, without reſerve, 
17. © That if it was neceſſary for chriftian mini 
ters to believe „H, he ſhould wiſh_there was not 1 
« chriſtian miniſter in the world.” Yea, and ſcruple 
not to aſſert, that if there are any doctrines tha 
oußzht not to be tolerated, they are ſuch as theſe,” 
whic 
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* away from good works, as the only things 


that would ruin them; yet theſe men affect to 
be ſerious and candid, and their mouths are full 
of benevolence and charity. Bur, 

2. It is the will of God, that with 
« well-doing, ye ſhould pur to filence the 
*« ignorance of fooliſh men,” 1 Pet. ii. 15. 
Let us therefore diligently work all the day 
long; and truly, without good works, with- 
out temperance, juſtice, gratitude, and an 
noly converſation, as becometh the goſpel, we 
deceive our own ſouls under a profeſſion of 


6 which, ſays . undermine the bleſſed character of the 


© make men uncharitable, malevolent,” &c. Theſe 


d virtue and holineſs of life, I am totally unacquainted 
1 either of theſe writers, but their ſpirit is obvious: 

t is plainly the reverſe of charity and benevolence, and 
t is as eaſy to ſee what theſe enemties to all mankind, 
the latter i is pleaſed to ſtyle thoſe who propogate the 
doc which he inveighs, p- 18. are to ex- 
e 2 from e hands of ſuch men, if it ſhould ever be in 
| heir power; but it is hoped that this fiery zeal, how- 


at many who are not ſatisfied in the tenets, thus ſhame- 
Fully miſrepreſented, difallow this bitterneſs, and that 


if any, A NH unſeaſonable. 


Deity, ſtrike at the root of all morality and religion, - 
which counterat the force of the beſt laws, and 


the frightful, but falſe and malignant inſinuations, 
wainſt the Calviniſts of every denomination, as enemies 


ver impetuous, will be finally impotent ; and I preſume - 


j 
| 
| 
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chriſtianity z we can neither prove our cha. 


rater, nor adorn the doctrine of God out 
Saviour z and what muſt become of the 


Nothful and barren profeſſor, againſt whom 


his family, the world, or the church, juſtly 
cry out for his negligence, treachery, or wick: 
edneſs! what indeed but ſhame and miſery 
mult be his portion ! nor ſhall he plead igno- 
rance. Matt. xxv. 30. Caſt ye the unpre- 
c fitable ſeryant into outer darkneſs, there 
4 ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth! 
T he man that imagines he ſhall ſhare with the 
bleſſed at the coming of the Lord, after: 
life of negligence and folly, or gven without 
a perſeverance in holineſs, will be no leſs de 
ceived, than he who makes his good works, 
as he calls them, his juſtifying righteouſneſy, 
n a contempt or neglect of that righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith, brought in y the 
Meſſiah. And, 

3. SEEING it is certain that bleſſed is that 


ſervant whom the Lord ſhall find diligen 


in his ſtation, ſhould not this reconcile ut 
to the departure of our friends, who are over- 
taken in the midſt of their labours? True, 
ſuch vigilant, honorable, pains-taking ſervant: 


of Chriſt are choice relations and companions! 


ſuch 
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ſuch a man is as the gold of Ophir; and it 
is fit, when he is under dangerous ſymptoms 
through illneſs, that on our knees we beſcech 
his recovery; with ftrong cries and tears, as [ 
am perſuaded many of us have for our late 
dear Brother, for who could tell whether God 
would be gtacious to us, that he might live ? 
But now he is removed, we may bewail our 
own loſs, but for him we cannot regret, or 
even charitably wiſh, were it poſſible, that he 
ſhould return: Let us rather conſider the end 
of his converſation, and follow his faith, that 
we alſo, when Jeſus comes, may be found in 
our duty, and have praiſe of God, who is no 
reſpecter of perſons. 


IN order to this I ſhall cloſe with ſome ac- 


count of the deceaſed, which I hope will be 


received with candor, as it is ingenuouſly de- 
ſigned to magnify the divine goodneſs and 
grace he received, and to excite your diligence 
in the ways of the Lord. 


Ir was the happineſs of our late dear Friend 


to be acquainted with the ſcriptures from his 
childhood; but ſtill more to be early con- 
vinced of his condition as a ſinner, and above 
all, that he ſoon obtained mercy to believe; 
having truſted in the Lord, though but a 

E 2 {tripliag, 
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ſtripling, like David, he was not aſhamed ; 
nor would he delay to liſt himſelf openly 
under the Captain of ſalvation, in whom he 
had everlaſting righteouſneſs and ſtrength : 
This was ſoon after my entrance on the 
paſtoral office, namely, December 1741. 
After he was baptized, I conducted the youth 
to his place in the church, ſo that he was 
among the firſt fruits of my labor in Chriſt. . 

SOMETIMES an early profeſſion is as the 
morning cloud; as the early dew it vaniſheth 
without any effect: Youthful luſts, under cer- 
tain temptations, ſoon deſtroy the ſuperficial 
religion of many, which was only a deceitful 
appearance, and leave thoſe who embraced 
them to bewail their apoſtacy ! 

Tuaxxs be to God, this ſincere convert, 
like many others, ſince planted among us, 
grew up as a willow by the water courſe ; 
and the circumſtances of his ancient and 
venerable parents, who were highly eſleemed, 
requiring his aſſiſtance, his faith ſoon ap- 
peared in that genuine and noble fruit of 
righteouſneſs, FILIAL P3ETY., The firſt 
produce of the labor of his hands was applied 
in obedience to the firf command with a 
promiſe ; Honour THY FATHER AND THY 

MOTHER |} 
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MOTHER ! This honor was continued, and 
encreaſed with his abilities, to the end of their 
days, 

Taz Lord is often graciouſly pleaſed to 

crown his own gifts in the preſent life; and 
accordingly ſeveral extraordinary occurrences 
in providence, opened a way quite unexpected, 
for the exerciſe of this young man's talents, in 
the occupation to which he was trained, and 
ſuch was his ſucceſs, that he ſoon became 
one of the moſt . of his calling, in 
this great metropolis. 
In the midſt of theſe 8 
about to enter on a ſtill more advan- 
tageous ſituation, which might have fur- 
ther extended his uſefulneſs, alas ! he was 
ſuddenly taken: His breath goeth forth, 
c he returneth to his duſt ;* and all his 
thoughts of this life, ſo far as they related 
to himſelf, inſtantly periſhed ! 

ProsPperITY frequently diſcovers a vanity 
of heart, and more or leſs pampers the pride 
and wantonneſs of the fleſh, inſomuch that we 
may fear for the pious themſelves, under any 
great change in their favor, but though our 


friend mourned over like paſſions with his 


. it pleaſed the God of all grace to 
"hap 


—— — — — — 2 


38 On the Death of 


keep him ſober-minded. 1 never ſaw, nor 


even heard of an inſtance in which he vaunted 
on account of theſe extraordinary advantages 
in life; and may I not appeal to the world 
for his regularity, uprightneſs, and diligence 
in buſineſs ? But let his mournful widow and 
children ; let thoſe with whom he was con- 
cerned in the neareſt ties of natural and civil 
relation, give him his due. Permit me only 
a word or two further, on his religious con- 
nexion and conduct. | | 
Tris dear man behaved in a manner fo 
conſtant, orderly, and faithful in the houſe of 


God, that he ſoon gained a juſt and univerſal 


eſteem of his brethren, 

Ix the year 1753, he was nominated, with 
two other perſons, one ſince departed to his 
reſt, the other, through mercy, ſtill with us, 
to ſerve the church in the honorable, though 


ſelf-denying, office of a Deacon: At firſt 


he appeared very back ward, for, beſides his 
diſtant ſituation, and other inconvenient cir- 
cumſtances, which might have excuſed him 
from this labor of love, he thought himſelf 
unmeet for the charge; but, at length, being 


convinced there was need of him, and that 
the Lord, by his church, had called him to 


this ; 
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this ſacred an | important function, like che 


prophet, when touched by the ſeraphim, he 
moſt willingly offered himſelf, being ready to 
ſay, Here am I, ſend me,” This office he 
was enabled to ſuſtain nineteen years; an ex- 
ample of fidelity, condeſcenſion, and kind- 
neſs: His deceaſe js therefore a very great 
loſs to the church, to the poor more eſpecially, 
to our honored brethren, who co-operated 
with him in the ſame commiſſion, and to no 
one more than to your ſympathizing miniſter, 
We have reaſon to be thankful for our 
promiſing circumſtances in general as a people, 
yet our conſolation in Chriſt, and our com- 
fort of love, would be ſtill greater, and our aſ- 
ſemblies more perfect, it every one had an heart 
to copy this man, who, notwithſtanding his 
habitation was ſo far, and his care to be at 
home with his family, ſcarce ever was abſent 
either part of the Lord's day; or if prevent- 
ed, he would, if poſſible, acquaint us with the 
reaſon: Thus he conſcientiouſly perſevered full 
thirty- one years in communion. Nor 1s it 
to the honer or profit of any one in the like 
ſacred fellowſhip, that they who are over 
him, or his fellow members, mourn before the 

Lord his diſſipation and inconſtancy ?? 
5 Ou 
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Ov dear deceaſed Friend had learned to 
reconcile diligence in worldly buſineſs with his 
duty in the ſanfluary : an excellent leffon, © 
which ſome need be taught. Theſe are not to 
be ſeparated in any honorable and fruitful 
profeſſor. He that neglects his temporal con- 
cerns, omits the neceſſary means of uſefulneſs 
in the church; and, however aſſiduous or 
ſuceeſsful a man may be in the world, if he is 
not ready to bear his proportion in the houſe 
of God, what other is he than an empty vine, 
bringing forth fruit unto himſelf? And not 
only on the more public worſhip, but alſo in 
our aſſemblies for diſcipline, our brother was 
conſtant. Theſe are meetings of the utmoſt 
importance; and I promiſe myſelf, - by the 
attention paid to them, eſpecially of late, 
that there is a growing ſenſe” of this in the 

community, which is a very encouraging 
ſymptom : And though it was incompatible 
with the calling of our late dear Friend, to be 
frequently at our weekly affociations for pray» 
er, which are equally uſeful and comfortable, 
yet, if he knew the paſtor as Abſent, or that N 
there was any particular need of his preſence, 
he was ſure to attend; ſo that he was far 
from ſbghting thoſe opportunities. | E 
: Tun 
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| 4 Tur laſt time dur Brother led the church to 
the throne of grace; he was ſingularly earneſt 
with the Lord, that our faith ſhould not fail, 


in the article of death. There was then no 
appearance of natural diſorder upon him, and 


little did we think that our ſeparation was ſo 
near, but it was the pleaſure of che Almighty, 


whoſe will be done, ſoon to deprive us of this 


choice fellow member. A few days acute ill- 
heſs terminated in his deceaſe, during moſt part | 


of which ke was not converſable. What of in- 
ſtruction or comfort we may have loſt by this 
muſt be left; but, through mercy, our hope 
concerning him did not depend on any thing 
that he might ſay in his laſt moments; never- 


the leſs, there is one remarkable event, which,! 


preſume; will not be indecent to mention, and 


am perſuaded will afford a conſolation in our 


ſorrows, The day before his confinement, 
having occaſion to write me ſome lines, 
though in haſte, and, as I apprehend, with 
his people about him as uſual, yet among 
them are the following pith y and pious ex- 
preſſions: — ds bltſs*God for the continuance 
«of your life as a riniſter, the Lord js own- 
ing the ſane to my foul; for the growrh of 
grace, and increaſe of love to the brethren, 


* F know 
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60 I know here is no abiding place; I find 
« no ſolid ſatisfaction ſhort of Chriſt Jeſug | 
« my Lord; and there, at times, I can re- 
« Joice in finding every thing my ſoul ſtands 
« jn need of, nat only for time, but far 
« eternity.” And after dropping ſome other 
things for the encouragement of his miniſter, 
which he was frequently doing, he proceeds in 
theſe ſtriking words, © I cannot conclude 
% without telling you I never ſaw mare of 
the emptineſs of this world, and all, its 
« delights and honors, than at this time, and 
count them all loſs that I may win Chriſt.“ 

Such was the frame of this precious man, 
when his «nknown hour was at hand; fo gra- 
cious was the Lord to us in exciting him, in 
this occaſional manner, to communicate the 
habitual ſtretch of his ſoul towards Jeſus 
and heaven, in the midſt of much W 
buſineſs 

Lr us comfort one another, my dear fel 
low mourners, and admire the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of our heavenly Father, in granting 
this ſeaſonable teſtimony from his «nde/igning 
hand, which could not be obtained from hig 
dying lips! True; it is a great breach! 
A pris 
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A principal man is removed ! But this is our 
ſatis faction and joy, that we may. ſoberly con- 
clude that he is now a pillar in the temple of 


Jeruſalem above, to remain in that city of 


our God, until the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who found him doing his will. May we in 
like manner be ready; for in ſuch an hour 
&© as we think not, TH R Son OF. MAN 
COMETH,” q 
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